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President’s Message

Hello again! As you have all noted our new bylaws are in effect! Erika
should have them posted on the website soon. | also sent a clean Word
copy to all members. If you have not received it please contact me and
| will be sure to get you a copy! | would like to thank John Shaw for all
the time and energy he put forth on our behalf on this project. John, |
know you want to give credit to the people who helped along the way
but you were the one there from start to finish! Thank you!

By now you should have all received a link to our Clubistry site. Please
take the time to join. This site is going to be an information hub to our
members. Both Linda and | have information up. There is also a cool
section that has club documents; if you need a document, you can
download it right from there. | am also asking if you have any forms or
documents that are not up and might be useful to have on the site. If
you do, please send them along to me so | can add them!

- Matthew Davis


http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
https://fspcoa.clubistry.net/applications/new

FSCA Board Meeting Minutes
January 27th, 2026

Present: Matt Davis, Holly Leftwich, Joanne David, Linda Walawander,
Michelle Leathers, Kayla Aguilar, Holly Horton

AKC Delegate:  Kim Raleigh
Newsletter: Kelly Vantrease
MTB & Annual Award: Member Guest, Alison lacoboni
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Call to order: President Matt Davis called the meeting to order at 8:20 p.m. EST.

Approval of January 2026 Minutes: Board approved via e-mail and forwarded to
Finnish Line for publication.

Treasurer's Report (Joanne David): Checking Account is: $4091.00 and Savings
Account is $4,937.50. Joanne reported that she paid agent fee and sent check for
flyers. Checks are coming in from dues so does not have that total as of yet.

Secretary Report (Linda Walawander): Secretary reported many items were sent
to the FL including year end statistics for the Finnish Spitz, All Breed, and Juniors
as published in the December 2025 Canine Chronicle. Awards Committee, Linda
Walawander, Kim Raleigh, and Allison lacoboni contributed in compiling an
Awards Form for Year 2025, whereas Members may submit for acknowledgement
for Award Year 2025.

Delegate Report (Kim Raleigh): Kim reported that she attended the Delegates
meeting in Florida. The AKC Board had 3 positions open and 9 people are running
for those positions. The vote will take place in March and Kim will send further
information to us prior to that.




Committee Reports

Bylaw committee: (Matt Davis, John Shaw)
A Committee Meeting did not take place this month. AKC did approve our Bylaw
edits. They will be updated on the website and distributed to all.

Audit Report: (Matt Davis, John Shaw)

Matt reported that he spoke with John and there is nothing new to report at this
time. Matt stated he has scheduled a meeting regarding this and will schedule a
follow-up meeting with John.

Show Report 2026: (Holly Leftwich)
Holly reported that the Event Application has been filed and all is moving forward.

Trophy Donations:

Kim Raleigh addressed Michelle regarding the trophy donations and Michelle has
agreed to handle this. Kim will send a list to Michelle with list of trophy donations
and costs. A trophy donation list will be published in Finnish Line, as well. Holly
noted that we have donations towards the costs of the ribbons.

The National will be September 4th with a Designated Specialty that day, as well.
Additionally, there will be 2 designated Specialties on Saturday, the 5th and
Sunday the 6th and a Supported entry on Monday, the 7th.

Judges Ed Report: (Holly and Kim)

Holly read her report regarding Judges' Ed that will be published in the Finnish
Line, as well. She noted there was great comradery and it was a sound
foundation for education for the Club with great reviews by the attendees.
Parent Club Judges' education was also discussed.

Webinar presentation (Holly Leftwich/Kim Raleigh)
A Finnish Spitz Webinar will be prepared in the future. Holly and Kim have both
spoken to Tim Thomas, AKC as to how to go forward in creating this presentation.

Newsletter/website report: (Joanne David, Kelly Vantrease)
Kelly has been working on it last few weeks as has been receiving material. Kelly
noted that Joanne is working on the Newsblast. Some info will be in both the




Newsblast and the quarterly Newsletter. Please let them know if you have any
suggestions. Joanne will be checking with Erika about loading the Newsblast on
the website.

Membership committee Report: (Michelle Leathers)

Michelle asked for clarification regarding the Membership Committee report and
will be submitting new applicant information to the Board and the Finnish Line for
publication.

Clubistry:
Matt noted Clubistry will eventually be the means for a new proposed member to

submit their application for review.

Meet the breeds Report at NYC: (Alison lacoboni)

Alison reported that Erika will not be able to attend this year and Alison made the
decision to not attend as it would just be she and her one dog. Alison created
handouts for the MTB. Matt stated that Alison did a great job and that they can
be used next year as well as put up on Clubistry Website, as well.

Ways and means: (Michelle Leathers)
Michelle noted that she would like to move forward with raffle baskets that
would appear at the online store on Clubistry.

New Member applicant:

New Member voted in. All in favor. Matt noted that she has set up Clubistry for
us and that he has saved all of his documents on that site. There will be a
convenient and central location to search for documents.

Nominating Committee: (Kim Raleigh, Pat Land, and Logan Jenkins are serving as
the NC and John Shaw will serve as the alternate)

Kim asked for the Board Members to please check their records to see how many
years you have been in each position in the past and current position on the
Board.




Old Business

Membership vote:

Jillian Benavidez (Associate Member Application): Jillian has not owned a Finnish
Spitz for more than a year so qualifies to become member as an Associate. All in
favor and accepted as a new member.

Linda will send her a welcome letter as notification of a new member.
New Business

Holly Leftwich stated that a Certificate of Liability will be needed for an upcoming
show and Joanne will look into it.

Kim Raleigh: As a matter of interest, Kim stated that she has old Gazettes dating
back to 2007-2008 through 2013. They hold many interesting articles; some
Finnish Spitz related as well as health and show related. She suggested that we
could publish some of the articles in our Finnish Line, and stated AKC approved;
just to reference the particular article whereas it was originally published if we do
so.

Adjournment: Michelle made a motion to adjourn the Meeting, all in favor
Next Board Meeting scheduled for: February 24, 2026 at 8:15 p.m EST.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda E. Walawander
FSCA Secretary



FSCA News and Notices

Welcome Jill!

Name: Jill Benavides

Finnish Spitz: Tempi

Location: Austin, Texas

Sponsored by: Matt Davis

Interests: open to serving on committees
including Archives, International
Correspondent, Public Relations

Note: Clubistry lead

Photo courtesy of Jill Benavides

*Nominating Committee Election Results*
Nominating Committee Chair: Kim Raleigh
Nominating Committee: John Shaw, Pat Land

Alternate: Logan Jenkins
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Finnish Spitz in the ratings — Congratulations!

1-  Finnish Spitz Open Kwontumleap Miss Demeanor At Knightsno,
Linda E. Walawander, Fulton NY

2-  Finnish Spitz Open Finnegan, John Primovic, Avon CT

1- Finnish Spitz Master Pikkinokka's We Are Golden, Lori Davis,
Canandaigua NY

Update from Joanne David, Treasurer

FSCA New Way to Pay

| have a paypal set up under FinnishSpitzClub.Paypal@gmail.com

And if sending money, please add the $S2 for the fee.

Canine Chronicle Statistics

The following three pages detail standings of Finnish Spitz in the
Junior Show, Breed Standings, and All-Breed Standings for 2025.




Statistics » All Breed Standings » Non-Sporting Group NEW STATS - Stating fom January 1, 2025 up 1o and incoding December 31, 2025.

ALL BREED STANDINGS

Year: 2025 v Group: Non-Sporting Group Vv

Breed: Finnish Spitz v
2025 Finnish Spitz |
Rank Name Sex Points BIS GRP1 GRP2
GRP3GRP4BOBOwner
1 GCHS CH Badgerden's Big Bark Theory M 1311 1 5 5 5
333M Badger/H Leftwich
2 GCHB CH High Desert Ville's Son Rise M 519 0 1 2 3
432J Shaw/D Helland/K Raleigh
3 GCHS CH Suomi 'N Ajuaqg's Heir To The M 334 0 0 0 4
Firenation CGC TKN 139E David/K Ray/J David
4 GCH CH Bo-Co-Pa's Sozin Downunder M 135 0 0 0
222E David/S Tromp/R Mayo-Ramsay
5 Bo-Co-Pa's On Top Of The World M 110 0 0 0
01L Holaday/E David
6 CH Ajuaq's Mighty Mikko Of Skandia M 77 0 0 0 0
17S Marshall/W Swartz/P Urton
7 GCH CH Suomi's Heir Apparent For Ajuaq M 57 0 0 0 0
120H Horton/K Raleigh/P Land/V Horton
8 Hyppiva Mennikainen Of Kwontumleap- M 33 0 0 0 0
Knightsno FCAT 14A lacoboni/M lacoboni
9 GCH CH Velvet Hills Bleeding Hearts CGCA F 8 0 0 0 0
TKN 01J David/E David/K Aguilar
9 CH Bo-Co-Pa's Not So Quiet Riot CGC M 8 0 0 0 0
05K Springer/R Springer/E David
9 Sukunimi Rufus M 8 0 0 0 0
04M Davis/L Davis
12 GCHP CH Dv9k9's Talvi Lahja M 6 0 0 0 0
09W Whitcley
12 CH Gotspitz Dv9k9's Ender's Game M 6 0 0 0 0
06M Leathers/W Whiteley
12 Got Spitz Livin' In Woop Woop M 6 0 0 0 0
04W Whiteley
15 CH Got Spitz The Wizard Of Oz M 4 0 0 0 0
010W Whiteley
15 CH Bo-Co-Pa & Firestorm's Stay In Your Own ~ F 4 0 o 0 0
Lane 02J Schroeter/E David
17 Skandia Emma F 2 0 0 0 0
02P Urton
17 East Winds Gift Of The Nymph's Tonks F 2 0 0 0 0
01L Davis
19 Skandia Hakan Mainio Oskari M 1 0 0 0 0
06S Marshall/W Swartz
19 Skandia Hobbes M 1 0 0 0 0

01P Urton



Statistics » Breed Standings » Non-Sporting Group NEW STATS - Starting from January 1, 2025 up to and including December 31, 2025,

BREED STANDINGS

Year: 2025 v Group: Non-Sporting Group v

Breed: - Finnish Spitz v
2025 Finnish Spitz |
Rank Name Sex Points BIS GRP1 GRP2
GRP3GRP4BOBOwner
1 GCHS CH Suomi 'N Ajuaq's Heir To The M 89 0 0 0
Firenation CGC TKN 4139E David/K Ray/J David
2 GCHB CH High Desert Ville's Son Rise M 45 0 1 2
3432) Shaw/D Helland/K Raleigh
3 GCH CH Bo-Co-Pa's Sozin Downunder M 42 0 0 0
1222E David/S Tromp/R Mayo-Ramsay
4 GCH CH Suomi's Heir Apparent For Ajuag M 13 0 0 0
0120H Horton/K Raleigh/P Land/V Horton
s GCHS CH Badgerden's Big Bark Theory M 12 1 5 5
5333M Badger/H Leftwich
6 Sukunimi Rufus M 8 0 0 0
004M Davis/L Davis
6 GCH CH Velvet Hills Bleeding Hearts CGCA F 8 0 0 0
TKN 001J David/E David/K Aguilar
6 CH Bo-Co-Pa's Not So Quict Riot CGC M 8 0 0 0
005K Springer/R Springer/E David
9 CH Ajuaq's Mighty Mikko Of Skandia M 7 0 0 0
017S Marshall/W Swartz/P Urton
10 CH Gotspitz Dv9k9's Ender's Game M 6 0 0 0
006M Leathers/W Whiteley
10 GCHP CH Dv9k9's Talvi Lahja M 6 0 0 0
009W Whiteley
10 Got Spitz Livin' In Woop Woop M 6 0 0 0
004W Whiteley
13 CH Got Spitz The Wizard Of Oz M 4 0 0 0
0010W Whiteley
13 CH Bo-Co-Pa & Firestorm's Stay In Your Own ~ F 4 0 0 0
Lane 002J Schroeter/E David
15 Skandia Emma F 2 0 0 0
002P Urton
15 East Winds Gift Of The Nymph's Tonks F 2 0 0 0
001L Davis
17 Skandia Hakan Mainio Oskari M I 0 0 0
006S Marshall/W Swartz
17 Bo-Co-Pa's On Top Of The World M 1 0 0 0
101L Holaday/E David
17 Skandia Hobbes M 1 0 0 0

001P Urton



Juniors Statistics » Juniors Breed Top 10 » Finnish Spitz NEW STATS - Starting from January 1, 2025 up to and including December 31, 2025.

Statistics provided by The American Kennel Club, Inc. under license. Any corrections or changes in the ratings regarding your dog must be made at the
AKC Show Records Department. These changes will be reflected in our ratings with the next update after AKC has made the necessary changes.

JUNIORS BREED TOP 10
Year: 2025 v Breed:
Finnish Spitz v
2025 Juniors Breed Top 10 |
Breed Rank Junior Name Best/Top Junior Wins Reserve Wins Class Wins Total Defeated
Finnish Spitz 1 Rylec Menard 1 1 0 41

Finnish Spitz 2 Katherine Iacoboni 0 0 1 5



FSCA Awards 2026

FSCA Award Application. PLEASE USE THIS FORM

For Award Year: January 1, 2025 - December 31, 2025

Deadline: must be received by May 31, 2026 to Linda Walawander

Please submit form below completed with title and copy of titles
earned to Linda Walawander via e-mail to: Barkingfinn@aol.com

Or by mail to:
Linda Walawander
4604 State Route 3
Fulton, NY 13069

Qualifying titles and accomplishments in AKC Conformation,
Performance, Companion Events and Junior Show will be recognized
during the Awards Year.

CONFORMATION
*Top in Breed Points: FSCA will recognize the top three Finnish Spitz
Dogs and Bitches According to the Canine Chronical Statistics Year

2025.

*Top in All-Breed Points: FSCA will recognize the top three Finnish Spitz
Dogs and Bitches according to the Canine Chronicle Statistics year 2025.



CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE FINNISH SPITZ CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.
Adopted April 20, 1975
Revised August 1, 1988; November 15, 1989; June 1, 1991; May 1, 1995;
May 10, 1998; November 19, 2009; July 2018; July 2025

FINNISH SPITZ CLUB OF AMERICA
CONSTITUTION
Article |
Name and Objectives
Section 1. The name of the Club shall be the Finnish Spitz Club of America, Inc. (FSCA).

Section 2. The objectives of the Club shall be:

(&) To encourage and promote the breeding of quality purebred Finnish Spitz, and to do all possible to bring their
natural qualities to perfection.

(b) To educate members, prospective members, owners, and judges regarding the Finnish Spitz.

(c) To urge breeders to adhere to the standard of the breed as approved by the American Kennel Club (AKC) as the
only standard of excellence by which Finnish Spitz shall be judged.

(d) Todoall in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed through a code of ethics, and sportsmanlike
conduct at matches, dog shows, obedience and rally trials, agility trials, tracking tests, and other AKC-approved
activities.

(e) To conduct sanctioned matches, specialty shows, obedience, rally and agility trials, and other approved events
under the rules and regulations of the AKC.

(f) To encourage the organization of independent local specialty clubs in those localities where there are sufficient
fanciers of the breed to meet the requirements of The American Kennel Clubs.

Section 3. The Club shall be a not-for-profit organization. No part of any profits or remainder or residue from dues or
donations to the club shall inure to the benefit of any member or individual.

Section 4. The members of the Club shall adopt, and may, from time to time, revise the Bylaws as may be required to carry
out these objectives. The process for any such revisions and adoptions shall be the procedure outlined in Article VII.

BY-LAWS
ARTICLE |
MEMBERSHIP
Section 1. Eligibility. There shall be four types of membership open to all persons who are in good standing with the Club
and the AKC and who subscribe to the purposes of this Club.

Section 2. Types of membership.
(a) Regular members must be individual persons who are resident citizens of the United States, and who are 18 years and
older. Regular members enjoy all the privileges of the club including the right to vote, hold office, sponsor members, and
count in the determination of the quorum. In addition, an applicant for regular membership must:
(1) Presently own a pure-bred Finnish Spitz for at least one (1) year; or
(2) Have at least one years’ involvement actively exhibiting a pure-bred dog in AKC shows or trials and have
present or prior ownership of a pure-bred Finnish Spitz.

(a) Associate members, who do not meet the requirements of regular members, must be residents of the United States
and 18 years and older. Associate members may not vote, hold office, sponsor memberships, or nominate members
and do not count in the determination of the quorum. Associate members who met the requirements of regular
membership may apply for regular membership upon meeting the requirements.

(b) Junior members, who are older than ten years and less than 18 years old, must reside in the United States and must
own, co-own, or have an immediate family member who owns a Finnish Spitz. Junior members may not vote or
hold office, and do not count in the determination of the quorum. Junior members may only sponsor junior
memberships. Junior members who have reached their eighteenth birthday automatically convert to regular status
upon submission to the Membership Chair an executed, endorsed and signed membership application after their
eighteenth birthday.



(c) Foreign members are individuals who are not residents or citizens of the United States. Foreign members may not
vote, hold office, sponsor memberships, or nominate members, and do not count in the determination of the
quorum.

Section 3. Dues.

(@) Annual dues for each type of membership shall be set by the Board of Directors. Annual dues shall be reviewed on a
regular basis and adjusted when appropriate. If the Board of Directors does not adjust the dues by October, the
previous year’s dues shall be applicable.

(b) During the month of November, the Treasurer or the Treasurer through the Newsletter shall send to each member a
statement of his/her dues for the ensuing year.

(c) Dues are payable on or before the first day of January of each year.

(d) The membership dues shall not exceed $75.00 per year.

(e) No members may vote whose dues are not paid for the current year.

Section 4. Election to membership.
(a) Each applicant for membership shall apply on a form as approved by the Board of Directors. The application shall:
1) Include agreements to abide by these constitution and by-laws the rules and regulations of the AKC, the
AKC’s Code of Sportsmanship, and the club’s Code of Ethics.
2) State the name, address, additional contact information, occupation and any other information of the
applicant required by the Board of Directors.
3) Carry the endorsement of one regular member in good standing, not of the same household.

(b) The prospective member shall submit the applicable dues payment for the current year with the application. The
dues payment will be returned if his/her application is not accepted.

(c) All applications shall be submitted to the Secretary through the Membership Chair (or Secretary if there is no
Membership Chair) who shall promptly forward the attached dues to the Treasurer and copies of the application
form to the Newsletter Editor and the Board of Directors.

(d) The name, address, and qualifications of each applicant, together with the name and address of the sponsor, shall
be published in the FSCA newsletter, or mailed to all members within 60 days of receipt of the application,
whichever is sooner.

(e) Any objection to an applicant for membership, together with the reasons for such objections, shall be filed in
writing with the Secretary within 21 days after publication or the mailing which sets forth the applicant’s name and
qualifications.

(f) The Secretary shall promptly transmit any objection(s) and the reasons for such objections, in confidence, to the
Board of Directors. The Board of Directors may take any reasonable action to investigate or resolve the objections
before voting on the applicant. After the investigation or resolution of the objection(s) and a full report to the
board, the board shall vote upon the applicant at its next meeting or by written ballot within 30 days, whichever is
sooner

(g) If no objection is received by the Membership Chair within the time specified above, the application shall be
presented to the Board of Directors for vote at its next meeting or by written ballot within 30 days, whichever is
sooner.

(h) Applicants may be elected at any meeting of the Board of Directors or by written vote of the Board of Directors by
mail. Affirmative votes of 2/3 of the Board of Directors present at a meeting of the Board of Directors or of 2/3 of
the entire Board of Directors voting by mail, shall be required to elect an applicant to membership.

(i) The application of an individual who has not received affirmation by the Board of Directors may be presented by a
member at the next Annual Meeting of the Club. The Club may elect this person by secret written ballot. A
favorable vote if at least two-thirds of the members present and voting is required to approve an applicant.

(i) Applicants for membership who have been rejected by the club may not re-apply until twelve months after such
rejection.

Section 5. Termination of membership. Membership may be terminated
(a) By resignation. Any member in good standing may resign from the Club upon written notice to the Secretary; but
no member may resign when in debt to the Club. Obligations other than dues are considered a debt to the Club and
must be paid in full prior to resignation.



(b) By Lapsing. A member will be considered as lapsed if a member’s dues remain unpaid after February 1st. If dues
remain unpaid through February 28", the membership is automatically terminated. However, the Board of
Directors may grant an additional 30 days of grace to such delinquent members in meritorious cases. In no case
may a person be entitled to vote at any Club Meeting or on any Club issue whose dues are unpaid as of the date of
that meeting or ballot.

(c) By expulsion. A membership may be terminated by expulsion as provided in article VI of these bylaws.

ARTICLE Il

MEETINGS, VOTING, AND NOTICE
Section 1. Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting shall be held during the period beginning September 1st and ending
November 30 of each year, in conjunction with the club’s specialty show if possible or at a location, date and hour
designated by the Board of Directors. The Annual Meeting can be hybrid or on a digital platform. Voting shall be a roll call
vote. Written or email notice of the Annual Meeting shall be sent out by the Secretary (or Newsletter Editor) to each
member at least 30 days before the date of the meeting. The quorum for the Annual Meeting shall be 20% of the regular
members who are in good standing, but no fewer than 10 regular members who are in good standing.

Section 2. Special Club Meetings.

(a) Special club meetings shall be called by the President and/or by a majority vote of the members of the Board of
Directors who are present at a meeting of the Board of Directors or who vote by mail. Meetings shall also be called by the
Secretary upon receipt of a petition signed by 10% of the regular members of the club who are in good standing or 10
regular members, whichever is less.

(b) The meeting shall be held at such place, date and hour as is designated by the Board of Directors but must be set
within 30 days of receipt of said petition.

(c) Written notice of the meeting shall be mailed by the Secretary (or Newsletter Editor) at least 14 days and not more
than 30 days before the meeting. The notice of the meeting shall state the purpose of the meeting and no other Club business
may be transacted.

(d) The quorum for the meeting shall be 10% of the Regular members who are in good standing, but no fewer than 15
Regular members who are in good standing.

Section 3. Board Meetings. Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at such times and places as are designated by
a majority vote of the entire Board of Directors. All in-person Board of Directors meetings, except those in executive
session, shall be open to Club members. Written notice of each such meeting shall be mailed by the Secretary (or
Newsletter Editor) to each member of the Board of Directors, and to the general membership if an in-person meeting, at
least 21 days before the date of the meeting. The quorum for a Board of Directors meeting shall be a majority of the voting
members of the Board of Directors.

Section 4. Special Board Meetings. Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by the President and may be
called upon the written request of three members of the Board of Directors. The purpose of the special meeting shall be
stated in the call for the meeting. Written notice of such a meeting shall be mailed by the Secretary (or Newsletter Editor) at
least five days and not more than 10 days prior to the date of the meeting, for any meeting by telephone conference shall be
filed at least three days and not more than five days prior to the date of the meeting. Any such notice shall state the purpose
of the meeting and no other Club business may be transacted thereat. The quorum for such a meeting shall be a majority of
the Board of Directors.

Section 5. Voting. Each regular member in good standing, whose dues are paid for the current year, shall be entitled to one
vote at any meeting of the Club at which he/she is present. Proxy voting will not be permitted at any Club meeting or
election.

Section 6. Email and other electronic communication
(&) Notice. Notification of Club meetings, dues notices, minutes, newsletters, and any other communication to
members and the Board of Directors may be made by email providing that the member and/or board member has
signed an authorization agreeing to this method of communication. The authorization which shall release the club
from any liability should the notification be received late or not received due to circumstances beyond the Club’s
control shall be maintained by the secretary. Such authorization is revocable upon written notice to the Secretary.



(b) The Board of Directors may conduct its business by mail, telephone conference, faxes, video conference or email
through the Secretary, provided it does not conflict with any other provision of the bylaws. Items voted on by mail,
teleconference, fax, or email must be confirmed in writing by the Secretary within seven days.

(c) In order for business to be conducted by email, the following precautions must be in place: (1) every board
member must be provided with the means to participate; (2) a procedure must be in place to verify the identity of
the individuals participating to ensure that they are eligible board members; (3) a mechanism must be in place to
verify that the eligible board members are “listening”; and (4) all board members must agree to participate in this
manner.

Section 7. Minutes of all member meetings and ballots and all Board of Director meetings, including meetings by telephone
conference or electronic methods, shall be published in the next FSCA newsletter.

ARTICLE Il
DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

Section 1. Board of Directors.
(&) The board shall be comprised of the following officers: President, Vice-president, Secretary, and Treasurer. It shall
also consist of three other persons.
(b) All of the board shall be regular members in good standing and shall serve until their successors are elected. In
addition, board members shall have the following limitations:
1) Immediate family members may not serve on the Board during another family member’s term.
2) Must have been a member of the Club for at least three years.
3) Must have previously served on 2 FSCA committees or the equivalent with other AKC licensed or
member clubs or chair appointed by the board.
(c) General management of the Club’s affairs shall be entrusted to the Board of Directors, including determination of
time, place, and other details of any event which the Club may sponsor or support.

Section 2. Term. Officers shall have one-year terms. Board members at large shall have rotating three-year terms with one
seat expiring each year.

Section 3 Term Limits. No one shall serve more than eight consecutive years as a member of the board. Each officer, upon
completing four consecutive terms in his/her office, shall not be eligible for election as an officer in that same position for
two consecutive years. He/she may be eligible for other board positions.

Section 4. Directors. Directors shall be elected for a three-year term at the Annual Meeting as provided in Article IV. They
shall serve until their successors are elected. They shall be limited to a maximum of two successive terms. These shall be
rotating terms, with at least one seat expiring each year. Any vacancy of a directorship prior to that election shall be filled
only to the time of that election.

Section 5. Officers. The Club’s officers shall serve in their respective capacities both in with regard to the club and its
meetings and the board and it meetings.

(&) The President shall preside at all meetings of the Club and of the Board and shall have the duties and powers
normally appurtenant to the office of President in addition to those particularly specified in these Bylaws.

(b) The Vice-President shall have the duties and exercise the powers of the President in case of the President’s death,
absence, or incapacity as determined by the Board of Directors.

(c) The Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings of the club and of the board, including votes or ballots by mail or
other means, and of all matters of which a record shall be ordered by the Club. He/she shall have charge of the
correspondence, notify members of meetings, notify new members of their election to membership, notify officers
and directors of their election to office and appointees of their appointments by the Board of Directors. The
Secretary shall also keep a current roll of the members in good standing of the club with their addresses, telephone
numbers, and email addresses, which shall be sent to any member in good standing at least once a club year and



upon written request. He/she shall maintain a record of all non-expendable club property held by member of the
club, and carry out such other duties as are prescribed in these Bylaws.

(d) The Treasurer shall collect and receive all moneys due or belonging to the Club. He/she shall deposit the same in a
bank designated by the Board of Directors, in the name of the Club. The Treasurer’s books shall always be open to
inspection by the Board of Directors and he/she shall report to them at every meeting the condition of the Club’s
finances and every item of receipt or payment not before reported. At the annual meeting he/she shall render an
account of all moneys received and expended during the previous fiscal year. The Treasurer shall also disburse
funds necessary to discharge the liabilities of the Club. Such disbursements shall in no event exceed a maximum
limit set by Board policy for which prior approval of the Board of Directors must be obtained before payment can
be made. The Treasurer shall be bonded or the club otherwise similarly insured against negligence or loss by the
Treasurer or any officer, if so directed by the Board of Directors in an amount directed by the Board of Directors.

Section 6. Vacancies. Any vacancies occurring on the Board or among the offices during the year shall be filled for the
unexpired term by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Board at its first regular meeting following the creation
of such vacancy, or at a special board meeting called for that purpose; except that a vacancy in the office of President shall
be filled automatically by the Vice-president, and the resulting vacancy in the office of Vice-president shall be filled by the
board. Any Officer or Director who vacates a position shall, within 30 days, turn over Club records and property in his/her
possession to either his/her successor or an individual named by the President. Failure to do so may result in disciplinary
action.

ARTICLE IV
THE CLUB YEAR, ANNUAL MEETING, AND ELECTIONS
Section 1. Club year. The Club’s fiscal year shall begin on the 1% day of January and end on the 31% day of December. The
club’s official year shall begin September 1% and shall end on August 31%. The newly elected Officers and Directors shall
take office on September 1st. Each retiring Officer and Director shall turn over to his/her successor in office all properties
and records relating to that office within 30 days after the election.

Section 2. Voting.

(a) Atthe Annual Meeting, or at a special meeting of the Club, voting shall be limited to those Regular members
in good standing who are present.

(b) The annual election of Officers, Director and AKC Delegate, amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws, and
changes to the breed standard shall be decided by written ballot cast by mail. VVoting by proxy shall not be
permitted.

(c) The Board of Directors may decide to submit other specific questions for decision of the members by written
ballot cast by mail. The Board of Directors shall be required to present to the membership for a vote within 30
days any question submitted by a regular member with the endorsement of five other regular members, no two
of whom are from the same household.

Section 3. Annual Election.

(@) The election of Officers and Director and AKC Delegate shall be conducted by mail ballot.

(b) Ballots to be valid must be received by August 15th by the Secretary or an independent professional registered
parliamentarian appointed by the Board of Directors. If the Secretary or a member of his/her household is a
candidate for election with opposition, the ballots shall be received by an independent professional
parliamentarian appointed by the Board of Directors. If an independent professional registered parliamentarian
is not used, the Board of Directors shall appoint a teller committee of three people, no two of which may be in
the same family, to count the ballots. Members of the current Board of Directors, candidates, and household
members of the current Board of Directors or candidates shall be ineligible as members of the teller committee.

(c) Sealed ballots shall be opened and counted by August 31 by the teller committee or the designated
parliamentarian. The person receiving the largest number of votes for each position shall be declared elected.
Those elected shall take office on September 1% .

(d) If any nominee is unable to serve for any reason, this person shall not be elected. The vacancy created shall be
filled by the new Board of Directors in the manner provide by Article 111, Section 3.

(e) In case of a tie, the Secretary shall send out a second ballot by September 1%t which shall only ballot the tied
positions. Positions without a tie shall take office on September 1%, The second ballots must be returned to the
Secretary or the designated parliamentarian by September 30" and shall be opened and counted by October
5th. This person shall report the results to the Board of Directors by October 10th.



Section 4. Nominations and ballots.

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

(e)
)
()]

(h)

(i)

A Nominating Committee shall be elected by the membership at the Annual Meeting. Nominees for this committee
must agree in person at the Annual Meeting or in writing to serve on this committee prior to being elected. Persons
who agree in writing need not be present at the Annual Meeting to be elected. The committee shall consist of three
members and two alternates, all members in good standing, none of whom shall be a member of the current Board
of Directors. It shall be geographically diverse as feasible. The members shall name a chairman for the committee.
The nominating committee shall not select a slate without first publishing to the membership the names of the
committee members to allow time for input.

The Nominating Committee shall nominate from among the eligible members of the Club, one candidate for each
office and for the expiring position on the Board of Directors and the AKC Delegate. It shall procure the written
acceptance by mail of each nominee chosen. The committee shall consider geographical representation of the
membership on the Board of Directors to the extent that it is practical to do so.

By May 1st the committee shall then submit its slate of candidates to the Secretary. The Secretary or the newsletter
editor shall mail the list, including the full name of each candidate and the name of the state in which he/she
resides, to each member of the Club by May 15th.

Additional nominations of eligible members may be made by written petition, signed by five regular members
other than by the nominees, addressed to the Secretary and be received by the Secretary at his/her regular address
on or before July 1%. The additional nominee must also send to the Secretary’s regular address their written
acceptance of their willingness to be a candidate.

No person shall be eligible for more than one board position.

Nominations shall not be made at the Annual Meeting. No person may be a candidate in a Club election who has
not been nominated in accordance with these Bylaws.

If no valid additional nominations for Officer, Board of Directors, or AKC delegate positions are received by the
Secretary on or before July1®, the Nominating Committee’s slate shall be declared elected on September 1%t and no
balloting will be required.

If one or more valid additional nominations are received by the Secretary as provided in (d) of this Section, the
Secretary shall mail to each member in good standing on or before July 15™, a ballot. This ballot shall list in
alphabetical order all of the nominees for each position along with the names of the states in which they live. With
the ballot, the Secretary shall include instruction for completing the ballot, a blank envelope, and a return envelope
marked “Ballot” addressed to the party designated by the Board of Directors to receive the ballots and bearing the
name of the member to who it was sent. The completed ballots must be received by August 15™. To ensure that
ballots may remain secret, each voter, after marking his/her ballot, shall seal it in the blank envelope, one ballot
per envelope, which in turn shall be placed in the second envelope addressed to the Secretary or designated
parliamentarian. The teller committee or designated parliamentarian shall check the return against the list of
members whose dues are paid for the current year before opening the outer envelopes and removing the blank
envelopes. They shall certify the eligibility of the voters as well as the results of the voting which shall be
announced to the membership by September 1st.

In the absence of a quorum, thus preventing legal transaction of business at the Annual Meeting, the Nominating
Committee shall be elected by the members present at the meeting and ratified by a majority vote conducted by
mail ballot. Ballots for ratifying the Nominating committee under these circumstances shall be mailed to the
membership no later than December 5" and be returned by December 25 to the Secretary or an independent
Professional Registered Parliamentarian appointed by the Board. This person shall report the results to the Board
by December 30. Failure of the membership to ratify the Nominating Committee members as defined in the above
paragraph shall result in the Nominating Committee being elected by a majority vote by mail ballot from among
the candidates who agreed in writing to serve on this Committee. The person receiving the largest number of votes
shall be declared Committee Chairman. The two persons receiving the next largest number of votes shall be
declared Committee members, and the remaining two shall be declared alternates. Balloting procedures shall be the
same as for electing Board members. The ballot shall be sent out by January 5 and returned to the Secretary or an
independent Professional Registered Parliamentarian by January 20™. This person shall report the results to the
Board by January 25™. In case of tie votes among any of the top five candidates, the President shall break the tie
and thus determine the Committee and alternates.



ARTICLE V
COMMITTEES
Section 1. Standing and Special Committees.

(a) The President, with the approval of the Board of Directors, may each year appoint standing committees to advance
the work of the Club in such matters as dog shows, trials, trophies, annual awards, membership, and other areas
which may well be served by committees.

(b) Special committees, with the exception of the two committees in Section 2 of this Article, may also be appointed
by the Board of Directors to aid it on particular projects.

(c) Such committees shall always be subject to the final authority of the Board.

Section 2. The Nominating Committee and the AKC delegate. These shall not be appointed by the President or the Board of
Directors but shall be selected as described below. These shall have one-year terms.
(a) The Nominating Committee shall be elected by general membership at the Annual Meeting and governed by
Article 1V, Section 4.
(b) The AKC Delegate shall be elected as provided in Article IV. The AKC Delegate shall represent the Club at
delegate meetings and shall report at least quarterly to the Board of Directors.

Section 3. Other Appointments. Following the Annual Meeting, the Board of Directors shall appoint an editor of the
newsletter, a columnist for the AKC Gazette, and a columnist for any other publication deemed by the Board to be
appropriate. All such appointments shall serve for the ensuing year.

Section 4. Term. All appointments terminate upon the annual election. Any appointment may be terminated by a majority
vote of the full Board of Directors upon written notice to the appointee; and the Board of Directors may appoint successors
to those persons whose service has been terminated. Any committee chair who vacates a position shall, within 30 days, turn
over Club records and property in his/her possession to either his/her successor or an individual named by the President.
Failure to do so may result in disciplinary action.

Section 5. Committees may conduct business in person, by mail, by e-mail, by fax, by telephone conference, by video
conference, or by other electronic means.

ARTICLE VI

DISCIPLINE
Section 1. American Kennel Club Suspension. Any member who is suspended from any of the privileges of the American
Kennel Club automatically shall be suspended from the privileges of this club for a like period

Section 2. Charges. Any regular member may prefer charges against a member for alleged misconduct prejudicial to the
best interests of the club or the breed. Written charges with specifications must be filed in duplicate with the secretary
together with a refundable deposit of $40 forty dollars which shall be non-refundable if such charges are not sustained by
the board or a special committee following a hearing. The Secretary shall promptly send a copy of the charges to each
member of the board within two weeks of receipt or present them at a Board of Directors meeting, whichever is sooner. The
Board of Directors shall first consider whether the actions alleged in the charges, if proven, might constitute conduct
prejudicial to the best interests of the Club or the breed. If the board considers the charges do not allege conduct which
would be prejudicial to the best interests of the Club or the breed, it may refuse to entertain jurisdiction. If the Board of
Directors entertains jurisdiction of the charges, it shall fix a date of a hearing by the board or the special committee not less
than three weeks and not more than six weeks thereafter. Any special committee shall consist of not fewer than three
members of the board. The Secretary shall promptly send one copy of the charges to the accused member by certified mail
return receipt requested together with a notice of the hearing and an assurance that the defendant may personally appear in
his own defense and bring witnesses if he/she wishes.

Section 3 Hearings and Voting Disciplinary hearings and any board action relating to disciplinary hearings may be held in
person, via telephone conference or by videoconference.

Section 4. Board hearing. Both the complainant(s) and the defendant(s) shall have the right to counsel at their own
expense. Should the charges be sustained, after hearing all the evidence and testimony presented by complainant and
defendant, the Board of Directors or special committee may, by a majority vote of those present, reprimand or suspend the



defendant from all privileges of the club for not more than six months from the date of the hearing. And, if it deems
suspension insufficient, it may also recommend to the membership that the penalty be expulsion. In such case, the
suspension shall not restrict the defendant’s right to appear before his fellow-members at the ensuing club meeting which
considers the recommendation of the Board of Directors or special committee. Immediately after the Board of Directors or
special committee has reached a decision, its findings shall be put in written form and filed with the Secretary. The
Secretary, in turn, shall notify each of the parties of the Board of Directors’ decision and penalty, if any.

Section 5. Expulsion. Expulsion of a member from the club may be accomplished only at the Annual Meeting of the Club
following a hearing and upon the recommendation of the Board of Directors or special committee as provided in Section 3
of this Article. The defendant shall have the privilege of appearing in his/her own behalf, though no evidence shall be taken
at the meeting. The President shall read the charges, the findings and recommendations, and shall invite the defendant, if
present, to speak in his/her own behalf if he/she wishes. The membership shall then vote by secret written ballot on the
proposed expulsion. A 2/3 vote of those present and voting at the meeting shall be necessary for expulsion. If expulsion is
not voted, the Board of Director’s suspension shall stand.

Section 6. Reassignment of Duties. If the President is the subject of the charges or disciplinary action, the Vice President
shall perform the duties of the President as described in this article. An officer or board member who is the subject of
disciplinary charges shall remain in his/her position, apart from any deliberation or hearing of the charges, pending
resolution of the charges. If any other Officer or Director is suspended, the remainder of the Board of Directors shall select
by majority vote another Board Member to fulfill the duties of said Officer or Director until the suspension is over.

Section 7. Rights Under Suspension. A member under suspension shall receive all Club information and notices which are
sent to members in good standing. This includes dues notices and the Club newsletter, as well as other pertinent
communications as defined by the Board of Directors. However, in no manner may the suspended member serve on the
board, serve on a committee, vote, sponsor a member, or in any way participate in the operation of the Club.

ARTICLE VII
AMENDMENTS
Section 1. Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws and to the breed standard may be proposed by the board of directors
or by written petition addressed to the Secretary signed by twenty percent of the regular membership in good standing.
Amendments proposed by such petition shall be promptly considered by the Board of Directors and must be submitted to
the members with recommendations of the board by the Secretary for a vote within three months of the date when the
petition was received by the Secretary.

Section 2. The Constitution and Bylaws may be amended at any time and the breed standard may be amended no more than
once every five years provided:

(@) A copy of the proposed amendment has been published in the newsletter and/or mailed to the membership by the
Secretary at least thirty days before mail ballots are sent;

(b) The proposed amendments are mailed by the Secretary to each regular member in good standing on the date of
mailing.

(c) The proposed amendments shall be accompanied by a ballot on which the member may indicate his/her choice for
or against the action to be taken. Dual-envelope procedures described in Article IV, Section 4(g) shall be followed
in handling such ballots, to assure secrecy of the vote. Ballots shall be returned within thirty days to be valid and
addressed to the Secretary or designated professional registered parliamentarian.

(d) The quorum for this mail ballot shall be 25% of the regular members who are in good standing.

(e) The favorable vote of 2/3 of the regular members in good standing who return valid ballots within the time limit
shall be required to effect any such amendment.

Section 3. No amendment to the Constitution and Bylaws or to the breed standard that is adopted by the Club shall become
effective until it has been approved by the Board of Directors of the American Kennel Club.

ARTICLE VIII

DISSOLUTION
The club may be dissolved at any time by written consent of not less than 2/3 of the regular members in good standing. In
the event of the dissolution of the Club, other than for purpose of reorganization as permitted by the laws of the state of
incorporation, whether voluntary or involuntary or by the operation of law, none of the property of the Club, nor any



proceeds thereof, nor any assets of the Club, shall be distributed to any members of the Club. After payment of the debts of
the Club, its property and assets shall be given to one or more charitable organizations for the benefit of dogs. The Board of
Directors shall select the charitable organizations to receive the property and assets.

ARTICLE IX
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Section 1. At meetings of the Club, the order of business, so far as the character and nature of the meeting may permit, there
shall be as follows:

Roll call

Minutes of -previous meeting

Report of President

Report of Secretary

Report of Treasurer

Report of Committees

Report of the Board of Directors

Selection of Nominating Committee (at annual meeting)

Introduction of Officers and- Director (at annual meeting)

Unfinished business

New business (including appeals of Board of Directors decisions which may involve but are not limited to appeals
of decisions regarding election of new members)

Member Forum

Adjournment

Section 2. At the meetings of the Board of Directors, the order of business unless otherwise directed by a majority vote of
those present, shall be as follows:

Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting

Report of the President

Report of the Secretary

Report of the Treasurer

Reports of Committees

Unfinished business

Election new members

New business

Adjournment

ARTICLE X
AUTHORITY
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Club in all cases to
which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws and any special rules of order the Club
may adopt.

Approved 2018



*AKC BIS or RBIS

*AKC Group Placement
*AKC Championship

*ROM: Registry of Merit dogs: Any FSCA member who has bred or
owned a Finnish Spitz bitch that has produced 4 AKC Champions or a
Finnish Spitz male who has sired 6 AKC Champions. (A copy of AKC
Certificates must accompany application)

*Health Ambassador: A Finnish Spitz that has been health tested
within the awards year by a certified ophthalmologist for eyes, and OFA
for hips and patellas (vet exam).

*Special Awards & Accomplishments:  If you and your Finnish Spitz do
pet therapy, if your Finnish Spitz has made history by being the FIRST to
accomplish a title in any venue and has made Breed History, please
complete the Awards Form with the details of your accomplishments.

PERFORMANCE and COMPANION TITLES
AKC Titles and Awards for Titles and Special Accomplishments in:

*Obedience

*Rally

*Agility

*CAT

*FastCAT

*Scent Work

*Barn Hunt

*Agility, CAT, FastCAT, Scent Work, Barn Hunt, Flyball



JUNIOR HANDLERS

*Junior Handlers: FSCA will recognize all Juniors who are a member of
the Club and have won a placement in the Junior Handler ring within
the Finnish Spitz 2025 Awards Year.
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PLEASE SUBMIT AN ADDITIONAL FORM FOR EACH DOG THAT
QUALIFIES FOR RECOGNITION:

Owner/Handler/Breeder:

Dog’s AKC Registered Number:
Dog's Registered Name:
Dog's Call Name:
AWARD:
DATE of AWARD:
DETAILS:

Thank you!!!

The FSCA Awards Committee:
Linda Walawander, Kim Ralegh, Alison lacoboni



FSCA AWARDS

COMMITTEE

Moving into 2026, we shall look back to our Finnish Spitz
accomplishments of 2025. And, there are many! Conformation,
Performance and Companion events are areas that the Finnish Spitz

excel in! In honor of that, and our Breed, the FSCA would like to
recognize those accomplishments!

Please compete the Awards Application Form included in this
Newsletter to receive your special recognition.

Additionally, | have included, in this issue, 2025 Statistics per the Canine
Chronicle as well as other Performance venues.

Please take a moment to praise the success of our Finnish Spitz and our
Club for supporting all of our wins!

Thank you!!

The FSCA Awards Committee 2026



The AKC's title application portal can be accessed at:
https://www.apps.akc.org/title-application-portal/

THE PACK IS EXPANDING! THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB WELCOMES
THREE NEW BREEDS TO THE REGISTRY

By Jessica Rice
Published: Dec 30, 2025 | 2 Minutes

The American Kennel Club (AKC®), a not-for-profit organization that is
the world’s largest registry of purebred and mixed-breed dogs, and a
leading voice for canine welfare and responsible ownership, is thrilled
to welcome the Basset Fauve de Bretagne, Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka,
and the Teddy Roosevelt Terrier to the registry, bringing the number of
recognized breeds up to 205.

These breeds aren’t “new.” They have existed for a long time in
different parts of the world. Full AKC recognition means there’s now a
large enough population in the United States — with active ownership
— to meet the requirements for full recognition.

“We are excited to welcome the Basset Fauve de Bretagne, Russian
Tsvetnaya Bolonka and Teddy Roosevelt Terrier to the registry,” said
Gina M. DiNardo, AKC President and CEO. “As always, it’s extremely
important to do your research to find a breed that matches your
lifestyle. Each of these three breeds is unique, giving prospective dog
owners even more options to find the right dog for them.”

Joining the Hound Group, the Basset Fauve de Bretagne — also known
as the Fawn Colored Brittany Basset —is an old hound, tracing its
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ancestry back to the 1500s in France where it hunted a variety of
different game. The breed is a serious hunter, while also an excellent
companion that is cheerful, intelligent and eager to please. They
require a good, brisk walk twice a day and enjoy being with their family,
as they are social animals. Basset Fauve de Bretagnes have a coarse,
wiry coat that repels dirt and does not mat. Their coat requires weekly
combing and brushing, with longer coats requiring hand-stripping.

Joining the Terrier Group, the Teddy Roosevelt Terrier was developed in
the United States to get rid of vermin in homes and farms. They are
small to medium-sized hunters with boundless energy and endurance.
The breed is lively, friendly and affectionate with his family. They have
a strong protective nature and pack instincts. Teddy Roosevelt Terriers
need regular exercise, as they are an energetic breed. They are low
maintenance when it comes to grooming, requiring weekly brushing.

Hailing from Russia, the Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka joins the Toy Group.
Bolonki are excellent dogs for apartment living. They are small, sweet,
loving, and friendly companions that are great with children and get
along with other dogs. Bolonki are clever, independent for a toy breed,
and intensely loyal to its family. These dogs do not require a great deal
of exercise; however, they enjoy walks and playtime. Their coat
requires brushing several times a week to prevent matting.

AKC Recognition offers a breed the opportunity to compete at all levels
of AKC sports and events, as there are over 26,000 held each year. To
become an AKC-recognized breed, there must be an active following
and interest in the breed by owners in the U.S. and an established
breed club of responsible owners and breeders. There also must be a
sufficient population of dogs in the United States geographically
distributed throughout the country. Breeds working towards full
recognition are recorded in AKC’'s Foundation Stock Service® (FSS®).
Additional information on the process can be found at www.akc.org.



: Website Photos Wanted!

! Criteria:  No Show/lin photos
- Pet/Fun/Candid photos only S \
5 High resolution is o must “)) |

:Emoil photos to: FinnishLineNewsletter@gmail.com
1 Subject line: Website

‘Newsletter

Send photos, news, brag photos, title photos, litter announcements,
dedications to that special Finnish Spitz who crossed the Rainbow Bridge.
Suggestions for cover photo, or suggestions in general welcome.

Email to: FinnishLineNewsletteregmail.com No later than the Sth of the month.

9 %Veryone thinks they have the best dog. MM
And none of them are wrong. - A :

~ W.R. Purche




The FinnishLine

Joanne David, Editor
314 S. 7th St. PMB 214
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Finnish Spitz Club of America 2026/2027 CALENDAR

MARCH
- New membership list to be updated and sent to membership and AKC

APRIL
- Review/renew liability and D&O insurance

MAY
- Nominating Committee submits slate to Secretary
- Secretary sends candidate slate to membership




